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Agenda

• Framing the Scope of School Safety (Jim Snapp, Superintendent)

• Brownsburg Community School Corporation Police Department 
(BCSCPD Chief Ginnie Wing)

• History

• Partnerships

• Officers

• Responsibilities

• Communicating with the Public 
(Vicki Murphy, BCSC Communications Coordinator)

• How Parents and Community Can Assist in Making Our Schools Safe 
(Jim Snapp, Superintendent)

• Round Table Discussion



Education Week
June 6, 2018



Public Opinions on School Safety

• 34% of parents fear for their child’s physical safety at school.  It was this high 20 years 
ago, but represents a steep increase from 2013 when just 12% were fearful.  Just 27% 
are very confident or extremely confident about their school’s ability to deter a gunman.

• 31% of parents are not confident or not so confident that schools can provide protection 
against school shootings.

• Parents favor armed police (80%) and mental health screenings (78%) over arming 
teachers.

• When asked, 76% of parents prefer spending money on mental health services for 
students compared to 23% that prefer spending money on armed guards.

Source:  2018 Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup Poll on Public’s Attitudes Toward Public Schools



Growing Concerns Raised

“Some researchers have said school safety 
discussions are often too narrow, focusing on 

shootings and physical hardware used to secure 
schools at the exclusion of issues like school 

climate, student supports and prevention work.”  

Education Week, July 18, 2018



Framing the Scope of School Safety
• Over 9,200 students in preschool-12th grade

• 1,050 BCSC staff members

• 4 on-campus school resource officers covering 2 square miles

• 12 school buildings on campus
• 258 distinct exterior entry points
• 84 public entry points used by students and visitors

• 8,733 people currently approved through the criminal history 
background check   

• All staff members are required to have a pre-employment 
background check and renewed every 5 years

• 412 are on the Denied List  
• 17 individuals currently on a trespass warning



BCSCPD established July 2008
Statutory authority

• IC 20-26-16

• Third school police department in 
Indiana

• Same arrest authority as municipal 
law enforcement agencies

• Mutual aid agreements with 
surrounding law enforcement 
agencies



Training
• IC 5-2-1-9

• Indiana Law Enforcement Academy
• 16 weeks of residential training

• Annual training, 24 hours to include the following topics:
• Mental illness, addictions, and disabilities
• Autism, Alzheimer’s, and dementia
• Human Trafficking
• Firearms, physical tactics, and emergency vehicle 

operations 
• Domestic violence, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 

(SIDS), child abuse
• Bloodborne pathogens and hazardous materials



School Resource Officers

•Specialized training through NASRO 
(National Association of School Resource 
Officers)

•Proper selection, proper training



NASRO’s influence at BCSC 

• Triad concept:  Building positive relationships

• Teacher

• Classroom visits

• Informal counselor

• Mentoring students

• Law enforcement officer

• School safety, protection of school community



The BCSCPD team

Chief Wing Officer Flynn Officer Kiritschenko Officer Leahy

K9 Zeus



BCSCPD at BCSC
Superintendent 

of Schools

Chief Operations 
Officer

Ginnie Wing, 
Chief of School 

Police

SRO Nate 
Flynn

SRO  Kim 
Kiritschenko

SRO Sam 
Leahy



Funding

• BCSCPD is funded solely by Brownsburg Community 
School Corporation which includes:

• Salary and benefits

• Vehicles and maintenance

• Uniforms and equipment

• Professional development and training

• Grants



Safety on campus

• Arrival & dismissal 

• Crossing guards

• School bus concerns/bus stop safety

• Emergency Preparedness

• Coordinate more than 180 emergency preparedness drills 
annually district-wide

• Fire drills, man-made disaster drills, evacuation drills, 
and severe weather

• Summer training exercises



Safety on campus

• What happens in a man-made disaster (lockdown) drill

• Soft lockdown

• Hard lockdown

• Why we do lockdown drills

• It’s the law

• Empower staff

• Empower students

• Practice creates confidence



Safety on campus

• Quick response time in campus setting

• Consistent presence during large group activities (lunch, 
convocation, etc)

• Presence during passing periods in secondary buildings

• Staff education

• Mentoring students

• Traffic and parking enforcement



Campus Safety Team – protecting from 
the inside

• Front desk training
• Teachers
• Counselors
• Teams at BHS, BEMS, & BWMS
• Bus drivers, nutrition services, facilities
• Security cameras
• Door security – all doors locked, 258 exterior checked every 

school day, access control
• Partnerships with BCSC families



Safety on campus – additions at other schools 
already in place at BCSC

• Cell phones allowed
• Increased mental health support
• Lanyards
• Door security
• Background checks
• Online monitoring

• No backpacks
• Double amount of officers













Considering, but not a priority 
at this time



Relationships matter



Relationships matter



Team 
building

INSROA Annual Conference, June 2018



Communicating Safety Information 

What we can share and what we can’t share
• Protected juvenile information, ongoing 
investigations, credible information

What is a credible threat?  
• What we can do to determine credibility? Are 
there consequences?  Assumptions are made 
during an investigation.





Communicating Safety Information 
• Social media – the new 
telephone game

• No correlation 
between number of 
times on social media 
and credibility

• What to do when you 
have information to 
share?



How to report 
information

• Crime Stoppers
Anonymous 
Tip Line

• 317-262-TIPS

• Get in touch with BCSCPD
• Hendricks County Communications Center – 317-839-8700



School safety is everyone’s responsibility.  
The collaboration of the community, 
schools, families, public safety, and 

students is essential.  While everything 
isn’t preventable, we are all committed to 

working together to keep our school 
community safe.



How Parents and Community Can Assist in Making Our School Safe
• Understanding

• The long standing commitment to dedicate resources for school safety

• The scope of school safety, including the importance of relationships and 
mental health

• The ongoing training to keep up with advances in school safety, including a 
common sense approach to integrating the most advanced and beneficial 
safety features

• Supporting

• Knowing and following the policies and practices for students and parents

• Sharing those with others in person and not on social media

• Recognizing, most importantly, we are on the same team with the same goal

• Communicating

• Understanding the power of the partnership

• Communicating accurate information to the right people in a prompt manner



Perspectives on the Use of Metal Detectors

Reasons to Have Metal Detectors

• Screens students entering 
during the school day

• Potentially could have stopped 
the Noblesville incident

Reasons Not to Have Metal Detectors

• Extends time for students to enter the 

school; lengthens time in a less 

secure environment

• False readings (search areas and 

staffing)

• Historic review of school shootings:  

Metal detectors would have had zero 

impact on almost all incidents



“There is insufficient data in the literature to 
determine whether the presence of metal detectors 

in schools reduces the risk of violent behavior 
among students.  Some research suggests that 

the presence of metal detectors may detrimentally 
impact students perceptions of safety.”

Impact of Metal Detectors in Schools:  Insights from 15 Years of Research, 
Journal of School Health (2016)



Questions

• Consolidate tables for better discussion

• Share questions with school representative

• Record questions by topic:
Communication - BLUE, Procedures - YELLOW, 
Other - PINK 

• Break, gather questions

• Answer, acknowledge


